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A two-day virtual workshop brought together
innovators with experts from policy and media to
discuss effective communication of high-risk
research and innovation to diverse stakeholder
groups
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Despite their potential impact and fascination, FET innovation is hard to follow. Three expert
panels addressed this at a two-day workshop entitled: Signals from the Future: Emerging
Technologies in Science Journalism. Organised by FETFX and QUEST in November, it focused
on FET communication challenges and included a preview of M‘s new Al software for
scientific journalists.

The first panel, moderated by European Research Council former president Helga Nowotny,

explored FET science communication gaps, pathways to innovation, and the importance of the
European Innovation Council (EIC).

EIC Programme Manager for Health & Biotechnology lordanis Arzimanoglou explained that
while the best way to communicate about the Enhanced EIC pilot phase is by sharing strategy
plans, the focus must shift to impacts and actions. He stressed the EIC's ability to gather
disparate stakeholder groups and identify new synergies. The second speaker, PREFET
coordinator Eva Garcia Muntion emphasized the need to talk and listen to stakeholders
constantly. She stated that different stakeholder groups have their own languages and visions

for the same issues - and that a common understanding needs to be forged. Istituto Italiano
di Tecnologia’s Valeria delle Cave next talked about how communication helps solve tensions
between FET research’s typical long-term view of the future and impatient politicians and the
general public who want to see immediate impacts. Finally, science journalist Istvan Palugyai
discussed fake news, anti-science voices and the threat of losing an independent approach in
science communications. He suggested ways for the European Commission to support science
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journatusm, incuaing netp 10r journdtsts In accessing sources or inftormation ana science
journalism training.

“There is so much great work being done in Europe, but it needs to be communicated and built
upon,” summarised Nowotny.

The second panel, led by QUEST's Alessandra Fornetti, explored new approaches for
communicating from diverse perspectives: INSCICO’s Alexander Gerber provided a social

science view on FET communication, outlining a framework to measure outreach. Then Carl-
Gustav Linden from the universities of Bergen and Helsinki spoke about the harmfulness of

the “robot journalism” metaphor and Al in journalism. Artist Anna Dumitriu next talked about
how data incorporated into artwork can allow people to interact emotionally with research. To
conclude, Daniela Ovadia from the Center for Ethics in Science and Journalism explained how
journalists can use the Anticipatory Technology Ethics method for assessing FETs, and the role

of science journalism in ethics.

Panel three, moderated by FETFX partner eutema’s Erich Prem, focused on Artificial
Intelligence (Al) as a FET which has captured the global imagination. Panellists ICREA
Research Professor Luke Steels, University of Trento Computer Science Professor Fausto
Giunchiglia, head of the Jozef Stefan Institute Artificial Intelligence Laboratory Dunja Mladenic,
and journalist, editor and presenter of the RTV Slovenia show ‘Let’s Bite into Science’ Renata
Dacinger discussed how Al has been misportrayed in the media, and how this could be

improved.

“Al should be treated like a science, not like a new gadget,” said Steels. “It's a scientific field
with a 70-year history. Communication is partly dominated by the movies, this science fiction
idea of the Terminator, which has nothing to do with Al. It is a lack of the knowledge about the
history that leads people to make such claims.”

On how to create a more realistic understanding of Al, Giunchiglia suggested bringing together
social sciences and science: “Usually integrating different disciplines is hard because they
have different goals. But, when we have clear objectives and a common problem to solve, you
can build interdisciplinarity. This would also do a lot of good for AL.”

To conclude, QUEST's Neil Maiden demonstrated JECT.Al a tool for non-specialist journalists

tackling complex scientific topics.

Following on from this workshop, in 2021 FETFX will produce a recommendation paper on
science communication.

Background information
FET-Open and FET Proactive are now part of the Enhanced European Innovation Council (EIC)

Pilot (specifically the Pathfinder), the new home for deep-tech research and innovation
in Horizon 2020, the EU funding programme for research and innovation.
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Science communication science policy artificial intelligence science journalism

emerging technologies

WeNet - The Internet of US

A diversity-aware, machine-mediated paradigm for social interactions

Graphene Flagship

Developing graphene-based materials for various applications

ODYCCEUS

Studying the social dynamics of conflict situations happening online

FEAT

Exhibited works of art featuring FET research projects

SmartSociety

. Studying and working on improving the interaction between humans and machines

Prototyping phase
Start-up/spin-off launched

.

TOPOSYS

Analysing behaviour at a global scale using computational topology

LivingKnowledge
Making diverse knowledge in the internet traceable, understandable and exploitable
while navigating

WhiteRabbit

Building a software platform which addresses the complexity of data privacy
management at an entrepreneurial level

Insight
Understanding and replicating language processing research in robots using
Darwinian neurodynamics

MUHAI

’ Letting machines communicate with humans through meaning and understanding




PREFET

Studying and encouraging the emergence of upcoming technological trends within
the FET community
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Envisioning the Future be the answer

Bring the robots out of the lab and into the outside world of FET with the EIC

because this makes things real”
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All the resources you need Meet other interesting people Always be the first to know

Dg you want to know more about FET? Get yourself Knowledge is key. Network, share and discuss your Get the latest FET news and stories in your inbox with
started by visiting our Knowledge Hub and looking at futuristic FET vision with like-minded researchers, our newsletter. #

extra reading materials produced, collected and policy-makers and potential investors at our special

curated by FETFX. events.
Browse resources Attend our events
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FX , u in «Technology influences science but

About FETFX project - Privacy notice it is a bidirectional relationship.
This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 Programmes SUCh as FET are
FET Programme under grant agreement No. 824753. important because they require us to
think far ahead.»
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